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NEUTRALITY ACT OF 1939 
Analysis of Requirements of Section 2 (Commerce With States Engaged in Armed Conflict) 


[Released to the press November 16] 
I. American vessels (including aircraft) are 
prohibited from carrying passengers or any 
articles or materials to any state named as a 
belligerent in a proclamation issued by the 
President. 

A. Exceptions: 


1. Transportation of any passengers or any 
articles or materials by American vessels 
(including aircraft) on or over lands, lakes, 
rivers, and inland waters bordering on the 
United States. 


2. Transportation by American vessels, 
other than aircraft, of mail, passengers, or 
any articles or materials, except arms, am- 
munition, or implements of war, to any 
port— 


a. in the Western Hemisphere north of 
35° north latitude and west of 66° west 
longitude ; 


b. in the Western Hemisphere south of 
35° north latitude; 


c. on the Atlantic Ocean or its dependent 
waters south of 30° north latitude; or 


d. on the Pacific or Indian Oceans or 
their dependent waters; 


provided, that no such port is included 
within a combat area. 


3. Transportation by aircraft of mail, pas- 
sengers, or any articles or materials, except 
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arms, ammunition, or implements of war, to 
any port— 


a. in the Western Hemisphere; or 


b. on the Pacific or Indian Oceans or 
their dependent waters; 


provided, that no such port is included 
within a combat area. 


4. Transportation, as described in (1), (2), 
and (3) above, of arms, ammunition, and 
implements of war, if they are to be used 
exclusively by American vessels, aircraft, 
or other vehicles in connection with their 
operation and maintenance. 


II. All right, title, and interest in any ar- 
ticles or materials (except copyrighted articles 
or materials) to be exported or transported 
to a belligerent country must be transferred 
to foreign ownership at the port of lading in 
the United States, before the articles or ma- 
terials are so exported or transported, or at- 
tempted to be so exported or transported, or 
caused to be so exported or transported. 
A. Exceptions: 


1. Transportation of articles or ma- 
terials, other than arms, ammunition, or 
implements of war, by American vessels 
(including aircraft) on or over lakes, 
rivers, and inland waters bordering on 
the United States, or by vehicles or air- 
craft on or over lands bordering on the 
United States. 
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2. Transportation by American vessels, 
other than aircraft, of mail or any articles 
or materials, except arms, ammunition, or 
implements of war, to any port— 


a. in the Western Hemisphere north of 
35° north latitude and west of 66° west 
longitude ; 


b. in the Western Hemisphere south of 
35° north latitude; 


c. on the Atlantic Ocean or its depend- 
ent waters south of 30° north latitude; 
or 


d. on the Pacific or Indian Oceans or 
their dependent waters; 


provided, that no such port is included 
within a combat area. 


3. Transportation by aircraft of mail 
or any articles or materials, except arms, 
ammunition, or implements of war, to any 
port— 


a. in the Western Hemisphere; or 


b. on the Pacific or Indian Oceans or 
their dependent waters; 


provided, that no such port is included 
within a combat area. 


4. Transportation by a neutral vessel 
to any port referred to in (2) above, of 
any articles or materials, other than arms, 
ammunition, or implements of war, 


provided, such port is not included in 
a combat area. 


5. Transportation, as described in (1) 
(2), and (3) above, of arms, ammunition, 
and implements of war, if they are to be 
used exclusively by American vessels, air- 
craft, or other vehicles in connection with 
their operation and maintenance. 


(Note: There is no exception in the case 
of transportation by a vessel of a bel- 
ligerent state. ) 


B. Issuance of bill of lading under which 
title passes unconditionally to foreign pur- 
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chaser upon delivery of the articles or ma- 
terials to a carrier constitutes transfer of 
right, title, and interest. 


C. The shipper of such articles or materials 
is required to file with the collector of cus- 
toms at the port of lading a declaration 
under oath that he has complied with the 
requirements of law regarding transfer of 
right, title, and interest, and that he will 
comply with such rules and regulations as 
shall be promulgated from time to time. 


III. In the event of transportation by Ameri- 
can vessels (including aircraft) as described in 
IA (2) and (3), and ITA (2) and (3), and by 
neutral vessels (including aircraft) as described 
in IT A (4), every such vessel or aircraft shall, 
before departing from the jurisdiction of the 
United States, file with the collector of customs 
of the port of departure, or, if no collector at 
such port, with the nearest collector of customs, 
a sworn statement containing— 


A. a complete list of all articles or materials 
carried as cargo, and the names and addresses 
of the consignees of all such articles and ma- 
terials; and 


B. a statement of the ports at which such ar- 
ticles and materials are to be unloaded and of 
the ports of call of the vessel. 


Nore: Section 7 of the Neutrality Act forbids 
the extension of credit to the government of any 
belligerent state or political subdivision thereof 
or to any person acting for or on behalf of such 
government or political subdivision. It does not 
forbid the extension of credit to any person in a 
belligerent state who is not acting for or on 
behalf of a belligerent government or any politi- 
cal subdivision thereof, except that no credit of 
any kind may be extended to any person what- 
soever in a belligerent state in connection with 
the sale of arms, ammunition, and implements 
of war as defined in the President’s proclama- 
tion of May 1, 1937. Articles and materials 
other than arms, ammunition, and implements 
of war may, therefore, be sold on credit to pri- 
vate persons or firms in belligerent states, pro- 
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vided those persons or firms are not acting for 
or on behalf of a belligerent government or a 
political subdivision thereof. 

It may be added that section 7 of the act does 
not apply to the extension of credit to the gov- 
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ernments of neutral states or to persons or firms 
in those states, unless those persons or firms 
should be acting for or on behalf of the govern- 
ment of a belligerent state or a political sub- 
division thereof. 


Departmental Order Regarding Travel in Combat Areas and on Belligerent Vessels 


[Released to the press November 18] 

The Acting Secretary of State on November 
17 signed Departmental Order No. 827 setting 
forth regulations relating to travel in combat 
areas and on belligerent vessels, which reads as 
follows: 


REGULATIONS RELATING TO TRAVEL IN ComBaT 
AREAS AND ON BELLIGERENT VESSELS 


Departmental Order No. 827 


Section 5 (a) of the Neutrality Act of 1939 
regarding travel on belligerent vessels provides 
as follows: 


“Sec. 5. (a) Whenever the President shall 
have issued a proclamation under the authority 
of section 1 (a) it shall thereafter be unlawful 
for any citizen of the United States to travel on 
any vessel of any state named in such proclama- 
tion, except in accordance with such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed.” 


On November 6, the following regulations 
were prescribed in pursuance of the above provi- 
sion: 


“American diplomatic and consular officers 
and their families, members of their staffs and 
their families, and American military and naval 
officers and personnel and their families may 
travel pursuant to orders on vessels of France; 
Germany; Poland; or the United Kingdom, 
India, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the 
Union of South Africa if the public service 
requires. 

“Other American citizens may travel on ves- 
sels of France ; Germany ; Poland; or the United 
Kingdom, India, Australia, Canada, New Zea- 


land and the Union of South Africa, provided, 
however, that travel on or over the north At- 
lantic Ocean, north of 35 degrees north latitude 
and east of 66 degrees west longitude or on 
or over other waters adjacent to Europe or over 
the continent of Europe or adjacent islands shal] 
not be permitted except when specifically au- 
thorized by the Secretary of State in each case.” 


Section 3 (a) of the Neutrality Act of 1939, 
regarding travel into or through combat areas 
provides as follows: 


“Sec. 3. (a) Whenever the President shall 
have issued a proclamation under the au- 
thority of section 1 (a), and he shall thereafter 
find that the protection of citizens of the 
United States so requires, he shall, by procla- 
mation, define combat areas, and thereafter it 
shall be unlawful, except under such rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed, for any citi- 
zen of the United States or any American 
vessel to proceed into or through any such com- 
bat area. The combat areas so defined may 
be made to apply to surface vessels or aircraft, 
or both.” 


The President, by proclamation of Novem- 
ber 4, 1939, entitled “Definition of Combat 
Areas” defined a combat area as follows: 


“All the navigable waters within the limits 
set forth hereafter. 

“Beginning at the intersection of the North 
Coast of Spain with the meridian of 2°45’ 
longitude west of Greenwich ; 

“Thence due north to a point in 48°54’ north 
latitude ; aris 

“Thence by rhumb line to a point in 45°00’ 
north latitude; 20°00’ west longitude; 

“Thence due north to 58°00’ north latitude; 
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“Thence -by rhumb line to latitude 62° 
north, longitude 2° east; 

“Thence by rhumb line to latitude 60° north, 
longitude 5° east; 

“Thence due east to the mainland of Nor- 
way ; 

“Thence along the coastline of Norway, 
Sweden, the Baltic Sea and dependent waters 
thereof, Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, France and Spain to the point of 
beginning.” 

On November 6, 1939, the following regula- 
tions relating to travel into and through combat 
areas were prescribed : 


“Holders of American passports issued or 
validated subsequent to September 4, 1939 for 
travel in Europe are hereby permitted to pro- 
ceed, in accordance with the authorizations and 
subject to the restrictions noted on such pass- 
ports, into and through any such combat area, 
whether by surface vessels or aircraft, or both, 
until further regulation. Holders of American 
passports, whether or not so issued or validated, 
presently in the combat areas defined by the 
proclamation of the President of the United 
States dated November 4, 1939, are hereby per- 
mitted to proceed into and through such combat 
areas in connection with travel in accordance 
with the authorizations and subject to the re- 
strictions noted on such passports, until further 
regulation.” 


By virtue of and pursuant to the above quoted 
provisions of law and in pursuance of the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation of November 4, 1939, I, the 
undersigned, Acting Secretary of State of the 
United States, hereby prescribe the following 
regulation amending the regulations of Novem- 
ber 6, 1939, relating to travel on belligerent ves- 
sels, by substituting for the words “the Secre- 
tary of State” the words “the Passport Division 
of the Department of State or an American Dip- 
lomatic or Consular Officer abroad,” and also the 
following regulations supplementing the regu- 
lations prescribed on November 6, 1939, relating 
to travel into or through combat areas. 
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1. American nationals may not travel on any 
surface vessel or aircraft into or through any 
area which is or may be defined as a combat 
area unless they possess American passports 
which have been endorsed as valid, as herein- 
after provided, for such travel by the Passport 
Division of the Department of State or an 
American Diplomatic or Consular officer abroad. 

2. Each such endorsement shall be restricted 
in validity to one specific journey into or 
through a combat area and shall not be valid 
for travel on a belligerent vessel unless trans- 
portation on a neutral vessel is not reasonably 
available. 

3. Endorsements valid for travel into or 
through a combat area may be placed on the 
passports of officers and employees of the United 
States, civil or military, and members of their 
families if the public service requires. 

4, Endorsements valid for travel into or 
through a combat area shall not be placed on the 
passports of other American nationals except in 
cases of imperative necessity and unless other 
routes of travel to destination are not reasonably 
available. 

5. These regulations are not applicable to the 
following American nationals who are hereby 
authorized, under the conditions stated, to travel 
into or through combat areas without being in 
possession of American passports endorsed as 
valid for such travel: 

(a) Officers and enlisted personnel on board 
any vessels of the United States Navy or 
United States Coast Guard proceeding into or 
through combat areas under orders or in the 
course of duty. 

(b) Officers and members of the crew of any 
American vessel which by arrangement with 
the appropriate authorities of the Government 
of the United States, may be commissioned to 
proceed into or through a combat area in order 
to evacuate citizens of the United States who 
are in imminent danger to their lives as a re- 
sult of combat operations incident to the 
present war. 
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(c) Officers and members of the crew of any 
American vessel proceeding into or through a 
combat area under charter or other direction 
and control of the American Red Cross and 
under safe conduct granted by belligerent 
states. 

(d) Officers and members of the crew of any 
American vessel which in advance of a proc- 
lamation by the President defining any area 
as a combat area cleared and departed from an 
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American or foreign port for a port or ports 
within the area so defined as a combat area; 
Provided, however, that the provisions of this 
subsection are limited to a current voyage so 
undertaken. 
Sumner WELLES 
Acting Secretary of State 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
November 17, 1939. 


+++++ ++ 


CONTRABAND LISTS 


Announcement by France 


[Released to the press November 16] 

The Department of State has received the fol- 
lowing translation of the French Government’s 
notice published in the Journal Officiel of Sep- 
tember 4, 1939, listing articles considered as con- 
traband of war during hostilities: 


“The Government of the French Republic 
makes known to interested parties that, during 
the course of hostilities, it will consider as arti- 
cles of contraband the following objects: 


“ A psOLUTE CONTRABAND 


“(a) All sorts of arms, munitions, explosives, 
chemical products or apparatuses which may be 
utilized in chemical warfare, and machinery in- 
tended for their manufacture or repair; com- 
ponent parts of these articles, articles necessary 
or appropriate for their utilization; substances 
or ingredients employed in their manufacture ; 
articles necessary or appropriate for the produc- 
tion or utilization of these substances or in- 
gredients ; 

“(b) Combustibles of all sorts; all appara- 
tuses or means permitting of the transportation 
on land, water or in the air, and all machinery 


utilized for their manufacture or repair; com- 
ponent parts of these articles; instruments, ar- 
ticles or animals necessary or appropriate for 
their employment, substances or ingredients 
utilized in their manufacture; articles necessary 
or appropriate for the production or employ- 
ment of the said substances or ingredients; 

“(c) All means of communication, tools, im- 
plements, instruments, equipment, geographic 
maps, pictures, papers and other articles, ma- 
chinery or documents necessary or appropriate 
for the conduct of enemy operations, articles 
necessary or appropriate for their manufacture 
and their employment ; 

“(d) Coins, gold and silver ingots, banknotes, 
bonds, as well as metals, materials, specie, metal 
sheets, machinery or other articles necessary or 
appropriate for their manufacture. 


“CONDITIONAL CONTRABAND 


“All sorts of foodstuffs, provisions, products 
for feeding animals, fodder, clothing, as well as 
objects and material utilized for their pro- 
duction.” 
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Announcement by New Zealand 


[Released to the press November 16] 

The Department of State has received from 
the American Consul General at Wellington 
the following extract from the New Zealand 
Gazette No. 106, dated September 7, 1939: 


“CoNTRABAND Emercency Recuxations 1939 

“1. These regulations may be cited as the 
Contraband Emergency Regulations 1939. 

“2. During the continuance of the war be- 
tween New Zealand and the Government of 
the German Reich, or until further enactment, 
the articles enumerated in the First Schedule 
hereto shall be treated as Absolute Contraband, 
and the articles enumerated in the Second 
Schedule hereto shall be treated as Conditional 
Contraband. 

“3. These regulations shall have the same 
effect in law as if they were a Proclamation 
made by His Majesty in exercise of His 
Majesty’s prerogative powers. 

“4, Nothing herein contained shall be deemed 
to limit or abridge the effect of any Procla- 
mation made by His Majesty and extending to 
New Zealand as part of the law of New 
Zealand. 

“SCHEDULES 


“First Schedule 


“(a) All kinds of arms, ammunition, ex- 
plosives, chemicals, or appliances suitable for 
use in chemical warfare, and machines for their 
manufacture or repair; component parts there- 
of; articles necessary or convenient for their 
use; materials or ingredients used in their 
manufacture; articles necessary or convenient 
for the production or use of such materials or 
ingredients. 

“(b) Fuel of all kinds; all contrivances for, 
or means of, transportation on land, in the 
water or air, and machines used in their manu- 
facture or repair; component parts thereof; 
instruments, articles, or animals necessary or 
convenient for their use; materials or ingredi- 
ents used in their manufacture; articles neces- 
sary or convenient for the production or use of 
such materials or ingredients. 


“(c) All means of communication, tools, 
implements, instruments, equipment, maps, pic- 
tures, papers and other articles, machines, or 
documents necessary or convenient for carry- 
ing on hostile operations; articles necessary or 
convenient for their manufacture or use. 

“(d) Coin, bullion, currency, evidences of 
debt; also metal, materials, dies, plates, ma- 
chinery, or other articles necessary or con- 
venient for their manufacture. 


“Second Schedule 
“(e) All kinds of food, foodstuffs, feed, 


forage, and clothing and articles and materials 
used in their production.” 


+++ 


RETURN VOYAGE OF THE “CITY OF 
FLINT” 


[Released to the press November 13] 

The American Chargé in Berlin, Mr. Alex- 
ander C. Kirk, has been informed by the Foreign 
Office that the German naval command, in view 
of its understanding that the cargo of the City 
of Flint has been landed at Bergen, Norway, has 
ordered all German warships not to interfere 
with the vessel in any way while it is on its 
voyage to the United States. 


+++ 


SINKING OF THE BRITISH STEAM- 
SHIP “SIRDHANA” IN SINGAPORE 
HARBOR 


[Released to the press November 13] 

The American Consul General at Singapore, 
Mr. Kenneth S. Patton, reported to the Depart- 
ment that 10 American passengers were saved 
without injury when the British steamship 
Sirdhana was sunk, probably by a mine, in 
Singapore harbor the morning of November 18. 
The 10 American passengers are all members of 
the Nicola Troupe of Magicians. They are re- 
ported to have lost all their belongings and are 
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being cared for by the steamship company and 
the local theatrical manager at Singapore. 
Their names and addresses are as follows: 


Mr. and Mrs. William Nicola, 322 West First 
Avenue, Monmouth, III. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Classen, 545 Flint Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Gaillard, 39 Prospect 
Street, Mount Kisco, N. Y. 

Mr. Charles C. Vance, 100 Randolph Avenue, 
Peoria, Ill. 

Miss Mary Elizabeth Camp, Brooklyn, Il. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Cockelberg, 10731 South Camp- 
bell Avenue, Chicago, Il. 


+++r+r+o+o+ 


DETENTION BY BELLIGERENTS OF AMERICAN VESSELS FOR EXAMINA- 
TION OF PAPERS OR CARGOES 


[Released to the press November 18] 

Following is a tabulation completed to 
November 16 showing the American vessels 
which have been reported to the Department 
of State as having been detained by bellig- 
erents since September 1, 1939, for examina- 
tion of papers or cargo. 

It was explained at the Department of 
State that injury to American vessels destined 
to European ports has not resulted in the main 
from their diversion from the high seas to 
belligerent ports. As a general practice, for 
reasons of their own, the vessels which cleared 


from ports of the United States on or before 
November 4, the effective date of the Neutral- 
ity Act of 1939, ordinarily put into belliger- 
ent ports en route to their destinations, and 
the principal difficulty thus far has arisen in 
connection with delay involved in the exam- 
ination of the vessels and their cargoes before 
being permitted to proceed on their voyages. 
Although all cases of detention may not have 
been reported to the Department, the state- 
ment is as nearly complete as is possible to 
arrange it. 








AMERICAN VESSELS REPORTED TO DEPARTMENT To HAVE BEEN DeETAINED BY BELLIGERENTS SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1939, FoR EXAMINATION OF PAPERS OR CARGO 








Name of vessel Owner or operator | Cargo Detained Released 

Saccarappa_.___-.| South Atlantic S.S. Co_| Phosphate, cotton, | Arrived September3. Car-| Ship released 

general. o seized September 8 by promptly. Car- 
ritish authorities. go unloaded. 

Shickshinny_..._..| South Atlantic S.S. Co_| Phosphate, cotton.| Detained September 16, | September 18. 
Glasgow, by British 
authorities. 

Sundance__.._..__| South Atlantic 8. S. Co_| Rosin and general | Detained October 11, Lon- | October 25. 

cargo. don, British authorities. 

Black Osprey......| Black Diamond Lines_-_| General - - -- ------ Vessel picked up Septem- | September 13. 
ber 5 by British naval 
vessel. 

I IS ccc ME ERS, abs cn ceau els oyrenkbuesas~sunnd When 30 miles from Cura- 
cao ordered to stop, de- 
layed 20 minutes, un- 
identified British cruiser, 
believed to be Essez. 

Executive______-_- American Export Lines_|- - - - - - - . Detained Casablanca, Mo- | September 29 on 
rocco, September 27 on condition vessel 
orders from Paris be- proceed to Bi- 
cause of nature of cargo. zerte, Tunisia, 
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AMERICAN VessELs ReportTeD TO DepaRTMENT TO Have Breen DertatnepD BY BELLIGERENTS SINCE 





SEPTEMBER 1], 1939, ron EXAMINATION OF Papers or Carco—Continued 


| 








Name of vessel Owner or operator Cargo Detained Released 
Ethan Allen____-_- Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co__.| Tobacco___-_-_-_--- British authorities, Sep- | September 30. 
tember 20. 
Patrick Henry_-_-__- Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co__-| Cotton, flour, cop- | British authorities, Octo- | October 22. 
per. ber 10. 
Oakman.......... ee a es OOo... Se ne cece — ’ rcecnene Octo- | October 27. 
r 13. 
Cranford.......... tri, Ocal... cencecunecteunn — pene, Octo- | October 21. 
r 17. 
Nashaba. -__----._- Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co_.-| Copper, cotton, | French authorities, Octo- | October 25. 
etc. ber 14. 
West Hobomac-_--_-| Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co.--| Gilsonite, cotton, | French authorities, October| October 25. 
rice. 18. 
City of Joliet. _--_- Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co__.-| Cotton, lead, cop- | French authorities, Sep- | October 5. 
: per, etc. tember 14. 
UD necncspenet Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co_..-| Cotton, lead, ma- | French authorities, Sep- | October 10. 
chinery. tember 22. 
ee ee eee ee Detained September 10 
about 2 hours by Ger- 
man submarine. Ex- 
amined papers and 
warned not to use radio 
¢ ; for 24 hours. 
Ss nn tewenhan U. 8. Maritime Com- | Cargo for Ham- | British authorities, Sep- | September 7. 
? mission. _ burg. tember 5. 
ee Waterman 8.8. Corp..-| Phosphate rock.._.| British, September 7. | September 15. 
Cargo poornete requi- 
; sitioned. 
eS Waterman S. 8. Corp. ....--| Detained September 9 for | September 9. 
3 hours by German 
submarine. Papers ex- 
; amined, holds searched. 
Black Eagle_-_---- Black Diamond Lines- - _...| British authorities, Octo- | November 5. 
ber 26. 
Exochorda.- - - -- - American Export Lines-|_____.....___----- French authorities at Mar- | September 6. 


City of Flint_____- 


I. C. White. 


Eglantine--- 


Meanticut.- 


West Gambo_____- 


Endicott _-_-__. 





U. 8. Maritime Com- 
owner. 
Chartered to United 


mission, 


States Lines. 


Standard Oil of N. J_-- 


Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co-- 


Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co-- 


Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co- 


General cargo part 
of which was 
contraband. 





| Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co- A. 








| 


seille. Removed 2 sea- 
men (German national- 
ity) September 6. 
Seized on high seas by 
German vessel and taken 
by prize crew to Soviet 


port. 

Tanker challenged by an 
unidentified cruiser Sep- 
tember 7, when 15 miles 
offshore near Barran- 

uilla, Colombia. 

Ordered to stop by German 
submarine September 18; 
told not to use radio and 
to send papers for inspec- 
tion. Advised not to use 
radio for three hours on 
being permitted to pro- 
ceed 


British, October 23. Or- 
dered to proceed to Oran 
to discharge certain 
Italian cargo. 


__....| French, October 22. 750 


bales carbon black 

ordered ashore. 
French, October 22. 2,276 
bars of copper and 1,796 
carbon black 


| elves ashore. 





November 4 _ by 
Norwegian au- 
thorities. 


After 1 hour and 
20 minutes. 


October 27. 


Cleared from Havre 
November 2. 


Cleared from Havre 
November 2. 
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AmERICAN VessELs ReportTeD TO DEPARTMENT To Have Been Derainep By BELLIGERENTS SINCE 
SepTeMBER 1, 1939, ron EXAMINATION OF PaPERS OR Carco—Continued 





Name of vessel 


| 


Owner or operator 


Cargo 


Detained 


Released 





President Harding - 


Scanstates --. -- --- 
Scanpenn------ --- 
Black Condor. -- - - 
Black Eagle----- - 
Black Faleon-_-.-. 
Black Gull__.-- ~~. 
Black Hawk - - 
Black Heron 


Black Tern ----- 


Black Osprey - - - - - 


Exporter - - - 
Hybert___--- 


Exeter. __ 


Ea 


Iberville. _____._- 


Gateway City--- -- 


Wacosta___...---- 


I oc ier tiau 





United States Lines_-_-- 


American Scantic Line- 
American Scantie Line - 
Black Diamond Lines-- 
Black Diamond Lines_- 
Black Diamond Lines_- 
Black Diamond Lines-_- 
Black Diamond Lines-_- 
Black Diamond Lines_ - 


Black Diamond Lines_-_ 


Black Diamond Lines_- 


American Export Lines_ 


Lykes Bros. 8. 8. Co__- 


American Export Lines- 


Waterman S. S. Corp-- 


Waterman 8. S. Corp-- 


Waterman S. S. Corp-- 


Waterman §. 8. Corp-- 


American Export Lines. 








French, September 9. Car- 
o still under seizure on 
ctober 28; 135 tons 

copper, 34 tons petrole- 
um, hides, oil, coffee, 
tin plate and miscellan- 


eous. 

British authorities at Kirk- 
wall, October 14 

British authorities, at 
Kirkwall, October 30. 

British authorities, Sep- 
tember 17. 

British authorities, at 
Downs, September 12. 
British authorities, Octo- 

ber 6. 

British authorities, Octo- 
ber 6. 

British authorities, Sep- 
tember 19. 

British authorities, at Wey- 
mouth, October 7. 

British authorities at Wey- 
mouth, October 11. 
Removed 368 bags of 
United States mail. 

British authorities, at 
Downs, October 31. 
Arrived at Ramsgate 
November 2. 

British authorities, at Gi- 
braltar, October 14. 

British authorities, at 
Downs, October 30. 
Arrived at Ramsgate 
November 1. 

French authorities, Octo- 
ber 5. Vessel west- 
bound from Marseille. 
Reported to have been 
examined several times 
by French naval author- 
ities. 

British, September 20. 
Cargo seized which was 
billed for Bremen and 
Hamburg. 

British, October 
13. Cargo seized which 
was to be discharged at 
— and Rotter- 


am. 
British, October 16. Car- 
go seized which was 
billed for delivery at 
Antwerp and Rotterdam. 
British, October 24. Seized 
cargo billed for Rotter- 


dam. 

British, November 6. De- 
tained at Gibraltar. 
700 bags United States 
mail for Germany re- 
moved from vessel. 





Promptly. 


October 20, 
November 11. 
September 24. 
September 19. 
October 17. 
October 11. 
Probably October 4. 
October 16. 
October 28. 


October 27. 


Arrived at Rotter- 
dam November 
5. 


October 6. 


September 30. 


October 24. 


October 31. 


November 8. 


November 6. 
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AMERICAN VESSELS REPORTED TO DEPARTMENT TO Have Bren DETAINED BY BELLIGERENTS SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1939, ron EXAMINATION OF Papers on Carnco—Continued 








Name of vessel Owner or operator Cargo Detained Released 

Exminster - - - - - - - - American Export Lines-|-----------.------ British, November 1. De-}| November 6. 
tained at Gibraltar. Re- 
leased without any con- 
fiscation of cargo. 

a ee ee American Export Lines_|-_........-..--.--- British, November 8. Re- | November 8. 
leased after examination 
at Gibraltar. 

RR ae Tampa Interocean 8.8. |_.....-.---------- Arrived Weymouth, Eng- 

Co. land, November 16. 

















The American Republics 











ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 


Address by the Under Secretary of State ' 


[Released to the press November 13] 

The meeting of consultation between the 
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the American 
republics, which concluded its sessions early 
last month, was the first meeting of this char- 
acter which has taken place in the history of 
the American nations. 

The need for such a meeting was foreseen 
by the American governments when they as- 
sembled, upon the initiative of President 
Roosevelt, at the Inter-American Conference 
for the Maintenance of Peace held in Buenos 
Aires in 1936. At that extraordinary confer- 
ence, and at the regular inter-American con- 
ference held at Lima in 1938, agreements were 
entered into which provided that in the event 
that an American government believed that 
there existed any menace to the peace of the 21 
American peoples, the Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs of all the American republics, or their 
representatives, would meet for the purpose of 
consultation in order to determine how best 


*Delivered by Sumner Welles, Under Secretary of 
State, in the National Radio Forum of the Washington 
Evening Star, over the blue network of the National 
Broadcasting Co., November 18, 1939. 


the peace of the Western Hemisphere might be 
preserved, 

Consequently, the meeting at Panamaé was 
not an inter-American conference in the ordi- 
nary sense of the term. It was a meeting held 
in accordance with prior specific agreements 
for the sole purpose of determining, in view 
of the grave world emergency which had 
arisen, how best the American peoples and 
their governments could collaborate in the task 
of preserving the American republics from in- 
volvement in war and from unnecessary and 
unjustifiable prejudice to their legitimate in- 
terests as the result of the hostilities which had 
broken out in Europe. 

The representatives of the American govern- 
ments, when they assembled in Panamé on 
September 23, had before them for determina- 
tion three major problems. 

First, the consideration of how they could 
best, through common endeavor, and through 
practical forms of cooperation, maintain un- 
impaired their normal inter-American eco- 
nomic and commercial life during the con- 
tinuation of the war. The governments which 
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they represented had all suffered greatly dur- 
ing the World War years. Many of the 
republics which had maintained their neutral- 
ity throughout that conflict had seen their ex- 
port markets greatly diminished, and in many 
cases, where profitable opportunity for export 
trade still existed, the lack of shipping facil- 
ities had made it impossible for them to send 
their products abroad. In other cases, war 
booms had ended in fantastic overproduction 
and in consequent disastrous dislocation of 
national economies, and even more widespread 
had been rapid fluctuations in exchange with 
resultant prejudice to normal inter-American 
trade. 

Moreover, it must be remembered that dur- 
ing the years from 1914 to 1918 there had 
never been undertaken any joint effort to at- 
tempt through collaboration to mitigate the 
hardships encountered by each individual re- 
public, and we were all of us persuaded that 
the experience of that period demonstrated 
that by joint inter-American action the dam- 
ages which we as individual nations had suf- 
fered might to a very considerable extent be 
now prevented. 

At the Panama meeting many governments 
presented urgent problems for consideration 
and for study, but it was the unanimous opin- 
jon that the limitations of time made it im- 
possible for the meeting itself to resolve the 
very far-reaching questions presented for our 
consideration. It was consequently agreed 
that the American republics would constitute 
an Inter-American Financial and Economic 
Advisory Committee, which should meet in 
Washington on November 15 and which should 
be composed of properly qualified technical 
representatives from each of the 21 republics. 
It was further agreed that this advisory com- 
mittee would continue in existence for the 
duration of the war, in order that it might 
propose solutions for the general problems 
which affect all the American nations, as well 
as for the specific difficulties which may con- 
front some particular American government 
and which that government may desire to sub- 
mit for the consideration of the Committee. 


192711—39——_3 
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This Committee, when it meets 2 days from 
now, will have, in my judgment, a unique op- 
portunity to undertake a task of the highest 
significance and of the highest usefulness. It 
is called upon to deal with practical problems, 
and if it is to be successful, the solutions it 
recommends must in their turn be feasible 
and practical. If it limits itself to theoreti- 
cal expositions of doctrine, however unexcep- 
tionable its recommendations may be, it will 
completely fail to attain the objective for 
which it was created. If it points out in a 
practical manner the way in which existing 
and urgent problems affecting inter-American 
communications and trade can actually be 
solved, bluntly and realistically, it will not 
only have achieved the purpose for which it 
was created, but it will have likewise demon- 
strated the best of reasons why close inter- 
American cooperation of this character should 
continue in the future in times of peace as 
well as in times of war. 

The second great problem with which the 
American representatives at Panama had to 
deal was the question of the steps which the 
American republics might best take in order 
to maintain inviolate their status as neutral 
nations. During the World War the American 
republics pursued no common neutrality 
policy. While the great majority of the 
American governments were signatories to the 
Hague conventions of 1899 and of 1907, many 
of them during the last war demonstrated 
widely divergent criteria both as to their rights 
as well as with regard to their obligations as 
neutral powers. At Panamé it was agreed 
that in the interest of the peace of the hemi- 
sphere as well as in the individual interest of 
every American nation, an effort should be 
made to fix common inter-American standards 
of neutrality without prejudice, of course, to 
our several sovereign rights. The meeting con- 
sequently unanimously agreed upon the decla- 
ration termed the “General Declaration of 
Neutrality of the American Republics,” in 
which are set forth these common standards. 
As a result, the American governments will 
adopt similar dispositions with regard to such 
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vital questions as those involving the rights of 
belligerents within their several jurisdictions 
and with regard to their own rights and obli- 
gations as neutrals in their dealings with 
the belligerents. The common determination 
which we have thus set up will be of an im- 
portance that cannot be overestimated in 
avoiding that kind of friction with the bellig- 
erents which has in past years so often led to 
involvement in war. 

Finally, at Panama the American govern- 
ments through their representatives dealt 
realistically with the all-important problem of 
how our nations might best keep war away 
from our New World. We were all of us in 
accord that the sovereign and independent na- 
tions of the Americas, constituting, from the 
northern boundary of the United States to the 
southern tip of Cape Horn, the greater part of 
a continent, were entitled by inherent right to 
insist that so long as they maintain their 
neutrality, the war which had broken out more 
than 3,000 miles away and in which they were 
in no sense involved should not interfere with 
nor destroy the purely inter-American life of 
the American republics. We all of us felt that 
the lives of citizens of the American republics, 
traveling from one American port to another 
American port, should no longer be jeopard- 
ized as they were in the World War years and 
that normal and legitimate commercial rela- 
tions between the American republics should 
neither be interfered with nor destroyed as 
they. were in so many instances between 1914 
and 1919. 

This consensus of opinion took shape in the 
provisions of a declaration of policy unani- 
mously adopted and which is known as the 
“Declaration of Panama.” This Declaration, 
in the name of all the American republics, pro- 
claims that as a matter of inherent right the 
American republics are entitled to obtain of 
the belligerents assurances that, within a lim- 
ited area of the waters adjacent to American 
coasts, which is required for the self-protection 
of the American nations and which embraces 
normal inter-American maritime communica- 
tions, the belligerents will not commit acts of 
hostility nor undertake belligerent activities, 
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I should make it clear at the outset that the 
provisions of this Declaration were in no sense 
original nor do they represent any new or 
startling theories. In the years 1914 and 1915 
this very thesis, in one form or another, had 
been advanced by several of the American 
republics, notably Colombia, Brazil, Peru, 
Argentina, and Chile. 

I have heard it alleged, however, that the 
Declaration of Panama is bellicose in character 
and destined to involve our own Government 
in dangerous controversies. I have further 
heard it alleged that the United States Navy 
will have to engage in the task of patrolling 
all of the waters comprised within the security 
zone. Finally, I have heard it said that the 
Declaration of Panama is merely a collection 
of words which really mean nothing and that 
it will soon be permitted to lapse. All of these 
assertions are equally unfounded. 

I cannot help but feel that the majority of 
such commentators upon the Declaration of 
Panama have not taken the trouble to read it, 
and since it is relatively brief, I am going to 
read to you the text of the Declaration, which 
is as follows: 


“The Governments of the American Repub- 
lics meeting at Panama, have solemnly ratified 
their neutral status in the conflict which is dis- 
rupting the peace of Europe, but the present 
war may lead to unexpected results which may 
affect the fundamental interests of America 
and there can be no justification for the inter- 
ests of the belligerents to prevail over the 
rights of neutrals causing disturbances and 
suffering to nations which by their neutrality 
in the conflict and their distance from the scene 
of events, should not be burdened with its fatal 
and painful consequences. 

“During the World War of 1914-1918 the 
Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Co- 
lombia, Ecuador and Peru advanced, or sup- 
ported, individual proposals providing in prin- 
ciple a declaration by the American Republics 
that the belligerent nations must refrain from 
committing hostile acts within a reasonable 
distance from their shores, 
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“The nature of the present conflagration, in 
spite of its already lamentable proportions, 
would not justify any obstruction to inter- 
American communications which, engendered 
by important interests, call for adequate pro- 
tection. This fact requires the demarcation of 
a zone of security including all the normal 
maritime routes of communication and trade 
between the countries of America. 

“To this end it is essential as a measure of 
necessity to adopt immediately provisions 
based on the above-mentioned precedents for 
the safeguarding of such interests, in order to 
avoid a repetition of the damages and suffer- 
ings sustained by the American nations and 
by their citizens in the war of 1914-1918. 

“There is no doubt that the Governments of 
the American Republics must foresee those dan- 
gers and as a measure of self-protection insist 
that the waters to a reasonable distance from 
their coasts shall remain free from the commis- 
sion of hostile acts or from the undertaking of 
belligerent activities by nations engaged in a 
war in which the said governments are not 
involved. 

“For these reasons the Governments of the 
American Republics 


REsoLvE AND Heresy DECLARE: 


“1. As a measure of continental self-protec- 
tion, the American. Republics, so long as they 
maintain their neutrality, are as of inherent 
right entitled to have those waters adjacent to 
the American continent, which they regard as 
of primary concern and direct utility in their 
relations, free from the commission of any hos- 
tile act by any non-American belligerent nation, 
whether such hostile act be attempted or made 
from land, sea or air. 

“Such waters shall be defined as follows. All 
waters comprised within the limits set forth 
hereafter except the territorial waters of Can- 
ada and of the undisputed colonies and pos- 
sessions of European countries within these 
limits :” 


There then follows the technical geographical 
definition of the Zone. 
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“2. The Governments of the American Repub- 
lics agree that they will endeavor, through 
joint representation to such belligerents as may 
now or in the future be engaged in hostilities, to 
secure the compliance by them with the provi- 
sions of this Declaration, without prejudice to 
the exercise of the individual rights of each 
State inherent in their sovereignty. 

“3. The Governments of the American Re- 
publics further declare that whenever they con- 
sider it necessary they will consult together to 
determine upon the measures which they may 
individually or collectively undertake in order 
to secure the observance of the provisions of this 
Declaration. 

“4. The American Republics, during the exist- 
ence of a state of war in which they themselves 
are not involved, may undertake, whenever they 
may determine that the need therefor exists, to 
patrol, either individually or collectively, as 
may be agreed upon by common consent, and in 
so far as the means and resources of each may 
permit, the waters adjacent to their coasts within 
the area above defined.” 


I wish to emphasize that while the Ameri- 
can republics thus declare their rights as they 
have defined them, the second article of the 
Declaration makes it equally apparent that 
they are solely obligated to endeavor to obtain 
assurances, by means of joint representations, 
from the belligerents that these rights will be 
respected. Many complex problems arise 
which must necessarily be discussed at length 
with the belligerents in order to achieve the 
equitable solution of such questions. Should 
the belligerents refuse to observe the provisions 
of the Declaration—which I may frankly state 
I do not assume—the Declaration further pro- 
vides that in such contingency the American 
republics will consult together to determine 
what steps they may then individually or col- 
lectively take. There is no implication in this 
agreement of a determination on the part of 
any American republic to undertake to exer- 
cise force in order to procure observance of 
its terms. 
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Insofar as the question of the patrol of the 
waters within the security zone is concerned, 
the patrol which may thereby be undertaken by 
each American republic is solely the kind of 
patrol which the United States and many 
other American republics have already under- 
taken. It is a patrol intended to make it 
possible for each American government to 
ascertain to the best of its ability the nature of 
the activities which are being undertaken in 
close proximity to its shores. Such informa- 
tion is indispensable in times like these, not only 
to make it possible for us to safeguard our 
neutrality but also to make it possible for every 
American government to insure the security of 
its people. 

There exists no obligation on the part of the 
United States to undertake to patrol the areas 
not adjacent to its own coasts, nor would many 
of the other American republics either request 
or want any such activity on the part of this 
Government. The Declaration solely provides 
that in certain cases agreements may be entered 
into between two or more of the American re- 
publics for collective patrol should such be 
considered desirable by the governments 
concerned. 

General respect on the part of all nations 
for the principles contained in the Declaration 
of Panama will mean that the lives and the 
vital interests of the citizens of the American 
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nations will be safeguarded and that the main- 
tenance of the peace of the Western Hemi- 
sphere will be greatly facilitated. 

A well-known writer in an editorial which 
he published a few days ago upon the Decla- 
ration of Panama truly said: “We want to 
keep the backwash of European hostilities 
from our shores. That is the principle, the 
goal, the ideal.... Such a principle, so 
clearly aimed singly at the protection of the 
Western Hemisphere, and directed at no 
country’s legitimate interests, has within itself 
the vitality to grow and to gain strength as 
the years pass.” 

The meeting at Panama was outstanding in 
the sad history of recent times. The delegates 
of 21 sovereign nations, representing 250,000,- 
000 people, met together on terms of complete 
equality. No nation among those there repre- 
sented feared aggression at the hands of any 
one of its neighbors nor were the policies of 
any government determined under the shadow 
of the threat of force. From the first session 
until the last, but one thought and but one 
objective prevailed—to endeavor through co- 
operation to lessen the material hardships with 
which the American peoples are confronted as 
the result of the European war and to seek by 
joint effort to maintain our New World at 


peace. 


+++++or 


INTER-AMERICAN FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Designation of the Under Secretary of State as Representative of the United States 


[Released to the press November 13] 

The Honorable Sumner Welles, Under 
Secretary of State, has been designated as the 
representative of the United States on the 
Inter-American Financial and Economic Ad- 
visory Committee, which will convene at the 
Pan American Union on November 15, 1939. 

This Committee will be established in ac- 
cordance with a resolution of the Meeting of 
the Foreign Ministers of the American Re- 
publics held in Panama in September of this 


year and will be composed of one expert 
representing each of the American republics. 
The Committee will consider means of estab- 
lishing a close and sincere cooperation between 
the American republics in order that they 
may protect their economic and _ financial 
structure, maintain their fiscal equilibrium, 
safeguard the stability of their currencies, 
promote and expand their industries, intensify 
their agriculture, and develop their commerce. 
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Address by the Acting Secretary of State * 


[Released to the press November 15] 

I regard it as a very great personal privilege 
to have the honor in the name of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to offer a most 
cordial and friendly welcome to the repre- 
sentatives of the American republics upon 
the Inter-American Financial and Economic 
Advisory Committee. 

We enter upon the task entrusted to us under 
highly favorable auspices. Trust, understand- 
ing, and an identity of purpose unite the Amer- 
ican republics. The entire world knows that 
they are as one in their determination to safe- 
guard their security and to preserve the peace 
of the Western Hemisphere. They are hap- 
pily free from those rivalries and antagonisms 
which would put cooperative commercial and 
economic action in their common interest be- 
yond the bounds of possibility. Such a condi- 
tion in the relations between countries is ex- 
ceptional, and we must make exceptional use 
of these fortunate circumstances. 

This Committee, appointed to deal with the 
economic and monetary questions confronting 
the American republics, was created by resolu- 
tion of the consultative meeting of the Min- 
isters for Foreign Affairs of the American re- 
publics, held in Panama a few short weeks ago. 
The immediate cause was the gravity of the 
situation created by the outbreak of war in 
Europe. By the terms of the resolution which 
created it, the Committee is called upon to 
study and to recommend solutions of general 
problems, many of which urgently require de- 
termination. But the tasks of the Committee, 
as I see them, are composed of two somewhat 
different kinds, corresponding to their two 
different lines of origin. 

The European war in many directions and 
in many countries has disturbed economic ac- 


tivities and economic balance. Some of the 


* Delivered by Sumner Welles, Acting Secretary of 
State, at the inaugural meeting of the Inter-American 
Financial and Economic Advisory Committee at the 
Pan American Union, November 15, 1939. 


governments represented upon the Committee, 
faced abruptly with difficulties and disloca- 
tions, will wish to bring these immediate prob- 
lems before this body with a view to securing 
counsel and assistance. I feel sure we will all 
agree that the Committee will »ccord to each 
such request prompt, helpful, and adequate 
consideration. 

Second, the Committee is called upon to 
make a continuous effort gradually to create 
conditions, or perhaps even institutions, which 
will enlarge and stabilize economic and 
financial dealings between the American peo- 
ples. Here we shall have to consider, through 
such subcommittees and such continued tech- 
nical help as may be necessary, what can be 
done to increase healthy trade between us; to 
improve the monetary and financial mecha- 
nism by which trade and other commercial 
transactions are facilitated; to stimulate the 
employment of capital in such productive di- 
rections as may be found sound; to improve, 
not only immediately, but permanently, the 
means of transport and communication between 
us; and to make more fully available among 
all of us that kind of technical ability and 
experience which has now become so important. 

These make a vast array of potentialities. 
The effort to progress towards their achieve- 
ment should be no less than our fullest abilities 
and our most earnest endeavor. 

Commerce between the American republics 
has already reached considerable proportions. 
We supply, one to the other, much of what we 
consume, and we thereby give profitable em- 
ployment to our nationals. This field of com- 
mercial exchange can, I am confident, be 
greatly enlarged. Trade and tariff obstacles 
between some of us are still in certain directions 
excessive and can be modified with benefit to 
all our national economies. The trade agree- 
ments which have been negotiated between 
some of our countries, or which are now in 
process of negotiation, constitute a long and a 
highly desirable step in this direction. Im- 
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provement of the standard of living which we 
are all seeking in our several countries could 
further permanently augment our commerce. 
New fields of complementary production within 
our boundaries await sufficiently capable hands 
and organized effort to provide new oppor- 
tunities for profitable trade between us. This 
Committee can play an important role by dis- 
criminating study and encouragement of such 
governmental actions as may be necessary and 
desirable. Achievement is possible without 
creating any form of discrimination against 
the legitimate commercial interests of nations 
outside of this hemisphere. 

In the sphere of our monetary and banking 
relations I believe that our studies may show 
that we have similar opportunities. Monetary 
and credit arrangements constitute, of course, 
only an intermediary assistance towards more 
basic economic activity. Therefore, anything 
which we may attempt in this field must neces- 
sarily be in accord with the underlying eco- 
nomic facts. 

With regard to questions involving tem- 
porary financial assistance to tide over im- 
mediate emergencies, or with regard to the 
movement or the investment of capital also, I 
feel that this Committee can render assistance 
and guidance, and possibly even, in some cir- 
cumstances, may be enabled to play a more 
active part. There exists in this hemisphere a 
large potential amount of capital available 
for that kind of employment which offers a 
sufficiently assured reward. Undeveloped nat- 
ural resources in many of our countries offer 
possible fields for such investment. There are 
also many branches of industrial production 
which, competently developed, would lead to 
the supply of goods on better terms than they 
are now available and thereby give enhanced 
employment. 

In summary it may be said that, both within 
each of our republics as between them, there is 
much opportunity to achieve vast results of 
general benefit provided proper human and 
economic arrangements and conditions can be 
established and maintained. That is a prob- 
lem in which we are all of us vitally concerned, 
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and I think we will all recognize that our ap- 
proach to the problems which we are called 
upon to consider is rendered far easier by rea- 
son of the fact that there is no longer the 
thought in any of our minds that the citizens 
of any one American republic can claim to en- 
joy a privileged status in any other republic. 
The citizen of one American nation who under- 
takes to do business in another American coun- 
try, or who invests his money in another Ameri- 
can republic, recognizes today that his business 
and his investment are subject to the laws of 
that country. He has solely the right to expect 
that he will receive justice under those laws and 
in accordance with the generally accepted prin- 
ciples of international law. 

All of us also recognize that if confidence 
on the part of any of our nationals in the jus- 
tice of the treatment which they will receive 
or which their legitimate investments will re- 
ceive at the hands of the people or the author- 
ities of a neighbor country is shaken, credit is 
correspondingly undermined. As has _ been 
truly said, confidence is the mother of credit. 
Without such reciprocal confidence on the part 
of all of our peoples, that increase of inter- 
American trade and investment on a sound and 
mutually beneficial basis, which we all desire 
and from which we would all profit, will neces- 
sarily remain an unattained goal. 

I have attempted in these brief words to 
review some of the immediate and urgent ob- 
jectives which lie before the members of this 
Committee, as well as some of the long range 
problems with which I believe the Committee 
will feel called upon to deal. I am confident 
that as our sessions continue, many of the mem- 
bers of the Committee will bring before you 
additional and valuable suggestions. Of two 
things I can speak with intimate conviction: 
First, of my confidence that if the members of 
this Committee are afforded the opportunity by 
the Governments they represent of solving the 
practical problems presented in a forthright 
and practical manner, the highest interests of 
the peoples of all of the Americas will be great- 
ly advanced; and the second, that in such an 
endeavor, the members of the Committee can 
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count upon the wholehearted cooperation of 
every branch of the Government of the United 
States. 

It is appropriate to note, in closing, that the 
group here assembled is attempting a task new 
in the history of world affairs. This is an in- 
ternational committee to forward the cause of 
cooperative economic life in our hemisphere. 
It meets, not in a spirit of competition, but in 
the desire to work out methods of common 
action by which 21 American peoples recognize 
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the just right of all of the member nations to 
live their normal lives and to have made avail- 
able to them the means by which they may im- 
prove the condition of their people. This has 
come about not through empire or conquest 
but through common sense and reason. If we 
succeed, as I feel sure we will, our success will 
stand as a great milestone on the road to a 
peaceful, a happy, and a prosperous New 
World. 


+++ 


FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROCLAMATION OF THE 
BRAZILIAN REPUBLIC 


[Released to the press November 17] 

A letter of felicitation from President 
Roosevelt in commemoration of the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the proclamation of the Brazilian 
Republic was delivered yesterday to President 
Vargas of Brazil by Maj. Gen. Delos C. 
Emmons, who commanded a flight of United 
States Army bombers (“Flying Fortresses” ) 
to Rio de Janeiro. Major General Emmons 
was presented by the Honorable Jefferson Caf- 
fery, American Ambassador to Brazil. 

The text of President Roosevelt’s letter to 
President Vargas follows: 


“My Dear Mr. Prestpent: 

“On November 15 your country will com- 
memorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Proc- 
lamation of the Brazilian Federative Republic. 
I have great pleasure in sending you on this 
happy occasion my own best wishes and those 
of the people of the United States. 

“It is a tribute to the Brazilian nation and 
its leaders that the complete independence of 
your country was attained by patient adjust- 
ment and without bloodshed. The less fortu- 
nate people who today do not enjoy independ- 
ence and freedom can take courage from the 
lesson in tolerance that your people have given 
to mankind. 

“This occasion is an appropriate one on 
which to refer again to the traditional friend- 


ship of the United States of Brazil and the 
United States of America. This friendship 
is based on mutual respect and the New World 
principle which affirms the right of peoples 
to work out their destinies without foreign 
interference. It should be obvious to all that 
the similarity of our objectives, and our co- 
operation in working for their attainment, is 
not due to any mere accident of fate, but to 
the common ideals which inspire us. 

“My memory of the warm welcome and hos- 
pitable reception which you and the citizens 
of Rio de Janeiro were kind enough to give me 
at the time of my visit in November, 1936 
serves to assure me of the cordial reception 
that will be given to the commander, officers 
and men who fly this message to you. 

“Believe me, my dear Mr. President, 

“Yours very sincerely, 
FranKkuin D. Roosevett” 


[Released to the press November 18] 

The President of Brazil has replied to the 
letter of felicitation from President Roosevelt 
in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the proclamation of the Brazilian Republic. 
President Vargas’ reply was sent to Ambas- 
sador Jefferson Caffery with the request that 
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he give it to Major General Emmons to take 
to President Roosevelt. 
The text of President Vargas’ letter follows: 


“Rio pe JANEIRO, November 16. 
“Mr. PRESIDENT: 

“T wish to express to you my great satisfac- 
tion upon receiving through General Delos 
Emmons the letter which Your Excellency ad- 
dressed to me sending to the Government and 
people of Brazil the compliments of the Gov- 
ernment and people of the United States of 
America on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Proclamation of the Brazilian Republic. 
There exists, Mr. President, in our country 
the same very affectionate sentiment of cordial 
friendship which Your Excellency has ex- 
pressed. This happy state of mutual feeling 
shows how close the collaboration between our 
two friendly nations in all fields of interna- 
tional relations has been and remains. The 
Brazilian people are highly grateful for the 
reference which Your Excellency made to the 
way in which Brazil has been able to work out 
its political destiny without violence. That 
line of conduct practical in the internal life 
of the nation also guides our foreign relations 
and therefore we may be always found on the 
side of the supporters of peace and of those 
who realize the necessity of resolving peace- 
fully questions of any nature. 

“My Government and the people of Brazil 
cherish the recollection of the visit of Your 
Excellency and we welcome with warm sym- 
pathy the envoys of the American Government 
and representatives of its glorious military 
institutions. 

“Please accept, dear Mr. President, the best 
wishes of the people and the Government of 
Brazil for the happiness of Your Excellency 
and the United States of America.” 


[Released to the press November 18] 

Maj. Gen. Delos C. Emmons, who com- 
manded the flight of Army bombers (“Flying 
Fortresses”) to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, was 
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given a message from the President of Para- 
guay for President Roosevelt. 

The text of the message from the President 
of Paraguay reads as follows: 


“T am very grateful for the visit of the 
American aviators and the flying fortresses. 
It is a great honor for Paraguay to have them 
visit my country. My best wishes to my emi- 
nent friend the President of the great republic 
of the United States of America.” 


+++ 


CATASTROPHE AT LAGUNILLAS, 
VENEZUELA 


[Released to the press November 15] 

The Honorable Sumner Welles, Acting Sec- 
retary of State, sent the following message to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Venezuela 
(E. Gil Borges) : 


“NoveMBER 15, 1939. 
“The people and the Government of the 
United States are profoundly shocked by the 
tragic fire which occurred yesterday at Lagu- 
nillas. Please accept the assurances of my deep- 
est sympathy. 
SumNER WELLEs” 


+++ 


PRESENTATION OF LETTERS OF 
CREDENCE 


Ambassador of Colombia 


[Released to the press November 14] 

Translation of remarks of the newly appointed 
Ambassador of Colombia, Seior Dr. Don 
Gabriel Turbay, upon the occasion of the pres- 
entation of his letters of credence: 
E-XCELLENCY : 

On the occasion of delivering to Your Ex- 
cellency, as I have the honor of doing, the 
letters accrediting me as Ambassador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary of Colombia and 
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the letters of recall of my predecessor, Mr. 
Miguel Lopez Pumarejo, I take pleasure in 
bringing to Your Excellency the personal 
greetings of the President of Colombia, Dr. 
Eduardo Santos, and the expression of his 
warm wishes for the well-being and prosperity 
of the people of the United States. 

A historic process of sincere rapprochement 
having been initiated a few years ago, which 
has placed the relations between Colombia and 
the United States on a footing of cordiality 
and mutual confidence, the two nations have 
been drawing closer and closer their bonds of 
cooperation and friendship, favored by a propi- 
tious geographical situation and under the 
stimulus of the joint interests which it creates 
and strengthens, to the common benefit. Re- 
cent world events daily render more advisable 
a closer relationship among the countries of 
this hemisphere. Your Excellency contrib- 
uted toward the accomplishment of this aim, 
with the most timely foresight, when you pro- 
claimed the new good-neighbor policy, which 
was greeted with such approval by the Ameri- 
can peoples. It is, therefore, in the present 
circumstances of international life, a necessity 
to open new channels for increase of relations 
of all kinds among the countries of the New 
World, in order to strengthen the tendencies 
and developments of the policy of continental 
solidarity that was so happily defined at the 
recent consultative meeting at Panama. As far 
as Colombia is concerned, I shall constantly 
devote myself to the task of contributing to the 
translation into actuality of those views of 
political cooperation and intensification of 
economic and commercial relations, in harmony 
with the laudable efforts which the United 
States Government has been making in that 
sense and in conformity with the wishes and 
instructions of my Government. 

It is especially pleasing to me to join in the 
sincere good wishes of the Government and 
the people of Colombia for the prosperity of 
the United States and the personal well-being 
of Your Excellency. 
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President Roosevelt's reply to the remarks of 
Senor Dr. Don Gabriel Turbay: 


Mr. Ampassapor: 

It is a great pleasure for me to receive from 
you today the letter whereby His Excellency the 
President of the Republic of Colombia accredits 
you near the Government of the United States. 
I also accept the letter of recall of your distin- 
guished predecessor, whose sojourn here I shall 
always warmly remember. 

It will be my privilege, Mr. Ambassador, as 
well as that of the officials of the United States 
Government, to facilitate the accomplishment of 
your desire to strengthen the economic and cul- 
tural ties which so happily exist between our two 
countries. The recent conference at Panama 
has once again demonstrated the mutual under- 
standing which underlies our efforts for a con- 
tinued cooperation which I am confident will 
become increasingly effective. In these days of 
widespread international discord, the cordial 
relations between the Governments and people 
of Colombia and the United States are a par- 
ticular source of gratification to me. 

In welcoming you, may I ask you to express 
my thanks to His Excellency President Santos 
for his kind sentiments and to convey to him my 
personal greetings and sincere wishes for the 
prosperity and happiness of the Colombian 
people. 


Minister of Paraguay 


[Released to the press November 14] 

Translation of remarks of the newly appointed 
Minister of Paraguay, Dr. Horacio A. Fernan- 
dez, upon the occasion of the presentation of 
his letters of credence: 


Mr. PREsIDENT: 

In delivering to Your Excellency the letters 
whereby His Excellency the President of the 
Republic of Paraguay accredits me as Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to 
the United States of America, I have the honor 
to express to Your Excellency, in the name of 
the Paraguayan Government, the most cordial 
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good wishes for Your Excellency’s personal 
well-being and for the ever-increasing pros- 
perity of the great people over whom you so 
wisely preside. 

I have the great honor of representing my 
country before Your Excellency’s Government 
at a moment of exceptional expectancy; but 
notwithstanding the magnitude of the responsi- 
bilities inherent in my office, I feel encouraged 
by my certainty of the cooperation which I 
shall find in Your Excellency’s Government, a 
cooperation of which my country has just re- 
ceived an authentic and memorable proof in 
the financial accords recently signed while His 
Excellency President Estigarribia was the rep- 
resentative of Paraguay at Washington. 

I request you respectfully, Excellency, to 
accept, for my part, the assurance that I shall 
at every moment devote my best endeavors to 
cultivating assiduously the cordial relations 
which have always existed between our two 
peoples. I hold express instructions from my 
Government to second the good-neighborly ef- 
forts which have so happily been undertaken by 
Your Excellency’s Government for the purpose 
of guiding the policy of our continent in a 
course of common action, a policy the general 
lines of which Your Excellency’s Government 
has so clearly traced. In carrying out the said 
instructions I shall fulfill, not a desire of my 
Government only, but that of all the people of 
Paraguay. 


President Roosevelt’s reply to the remarks of 
Dr. Horacio A. Fernindez: 


Mr. Minister: 

I am happy to welcome you to Washington 
and to receive from your hands the letters by 
which His Excellency the President of Para- 
guay has accredited you as his Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
near the Government of the United States. 

Your remarks regarding the economic co- 
operation between the United States and Para- 
guay are most gratifying and I wish to assure 
you that this Government will follow the 
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development of these plans with keen and con. 
tinuing interest. I believe that practical 
cooperation of this nature can serve most ef.- 
fectively, not only for mutual economic benefit, 
but also to promote better understanding 
between the people of Paraguay and the 
United States. 

May I ask that you convey to General Esti- 
garribia, your distinguished President, whose 
recent residence in Washington is most cor. 
dially remembered, my good wishes for his 
personal health and happiness and for the 
continued prosperity of the people of 
Paraguay. 

I hope that you will enjoy your stay in 
Washington and that you will feel free to call 


upon the assistance of the officers of this Gov- § 


ernment whenever you may have occasion to 
do so, 


+++ 


PROCLAMATION OF CONVENTION ON 
INTERCHANGE OF PUBLICATIONS 


An announcement to the press regarding the 
proclamation by the President of the United 
States of the Convention on Interchange of 
Publications appears in this Bulletin under 
the heading “Treaty Information.” 


| Foreign Service | 


PERSONNEL CHANGES 


{Released to the press November 18] 








Changes in the Foreign Service of the United 
States since November 4, 1939: 


The assignment of Landreth M. Harrison, of 
Minneapolis, Minn., as second secretary of lega- 
tion and consul at Bucharest, Rumania, has 
been canceled. Mr. Harrison has now been 
designated second secretary of embassy and 
consul at Berlin, Germany, and will serve in 
dual capacity. 
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William D. Moreland, Jr., of Portland, 
Oreg., vice consul at Bordeaux, France, has 
been assigned for duty in the Department of 
State. 

Edward B. Rand, of Shreveport, La., consul 
at Panama, Panama, will resign from the For- 
eign Service effective February 3, 1940. 

Frederick J. Cunningham, of Boston, Mass., 
Foreign Service officer designated assistant 
trade commissioner at Johannesburg, Union of 
South Africa, has been assigned for duty in the 
Department of State. 

The assignment of Paul C. Daniels, of 
Rochester, N. Y., as second secretary of em- 
bassy and consul at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, has 
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been canceled. Mr. Daniels has been assigned 
for duty in the Department of State. 

E. Tomlin Bailey, of Hasbrouck Heights, 
N. J., vice consul at Warsaw, Poland, has been 
designated third secretary of legation and vice 
consul at Kaunas, Lithuania, and will serve in 
dual capacity. 

Harry C. Reed, of New Hampshire, clerk at 
Quito, Ecuador, has been appointed vice consul 
at that post. . 

Erland Gjessing, of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., vice 
consul at Copenhagen, Denmark, will retire 
from the Foreign Service effective March 31, 
1940. 





TRADE AGREEMENT WITH VENEZUELA 


[Released to the press November 17] 

The President proclaimed on November 16, 
1939, the reciprocal trade agreement between 
the United States and Venezuela signed at 
Caracas on November 6, 1939. The substan- 
tive provisions of the agreement will become 
provisionally effective on December 16, 1939. 

At the same time, the President addressed 
the following letter to the Secretary of the 
Treasury concerning the application of the 
duties proclaimed in the agreement with 
Venezuela: 

“Tue Wuite Hovse, 
Wasuineton, November 16, 1939. 
“My Dear Mr. Secrerary: 

“Pursuant to the authority conferred upon 
me by the Act to amend the Tariff Act of 1930, 
approved June 12, 1934 (48 Stat. 943), as ex- 
tended by the Joint Resolution approved 
March 1, 19387 (50 Stat. 24), I hereby direct 
that the duties proclaimed on this date in con- 
nection with the trade agreement signed on 
November 6, 1939 with Venezuela, and all other 
duties heretofore proclaimed in connection 


with trade agreements (other than the trade 
agreement with Cuba signed on August 24, 
1934, the trade agreement with Nicaragua 
signed on March 11, 1936 and the trade agree- 
ment with Czechoslovakia signed on March 7, 
1938, as amended) entered into under the au- 
thority of the said Act, as originally enacted 
or as extended, shall be applied on and after 
the effective date of such duties, or, as the case 
may be, shall continue to be applied on and 
from the date of this letter, to articles the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of all foreign 
countries, except as otherwise hereinafter pro- 
vided, whether imported directly or indirectly, 
so long as such duties remain in effect and this 
direction is not modified. 

“Such proclaimed duties shall be applied to 
articles the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of Cuba in accordance with the provisions of 
the trade agreement with Cuba signed on 
August 24, 1934. 

“Because I find as a fact that the treatment 
of American commerce by Germany is discrim- 
inatory, I direct that such proclaimed duties 
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shall not be applied to products of Germany. 
Products of territories now under the de facto 
administrative control of Germany shall be 
regarded as products of Germany for the pur- 
poses of this paragraph. 

“My letter addressed to you on April 5, 
1939, with reference to duties heretofore pro- 
claimed in connection with the trade agree- 
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ments signed under the authority of the Act 
of June 12, 1934, is hereby superseded. 

“You will please cause this direction to be 
published in an early issue of the weekly 
Treasury Decisions, 

“Very sincerely yours, 
Franxkutn D. Roosevert” 











REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAN STATES MEMBERS OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION 


[Released to the press November 18] 


On November 21, 1939, a Regional Confer- 
ence of the American States Members of the 
International Labor Organization will convene 
at Habana, Cuba. This Government was rep- 
resented at the first and only previous regional 
meeting of this nature, which was held at San- 
tiago, Chile, in 1936. 

The President has approved the designation 
of the following persons as members of the 
United States delegation to the forthcoming 
Conference : 


Delegates: 

Mr. Arthur J. Altmeyer, Chairman, Social 
Security Board, Washington, D. C., Gov- 
ernment delegate and chairman of the dele- 
gation 

Mr. James B. Carey, President, United Elec- 
trical Radio and Machine Workers, 1133 
Broadway, New York, N. Y., labor dele- 
gate 

Mr. George Harrison, President, Brotherhood 
of Railway Clerks, Railway Clerks Build- 
ing, Cincinnati, Ohio, labor delegate 

Mr. Clarence McDavitt, retired Vice Presi- 
dent of the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, 212 Mill Street, New- 
tonville, Mass., employer delegate 

Miss Josephine Roche, former Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, Denver, Colo., Gov- 
ernment delegate 


Advisers: 

Mr. Willard L. Beaulac, First Secretary of 
the American Embassy, Habana, Cuba, 
Government adviser 

Miss Dorothy Bellanca, Vice President, 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Amer- 
ica, 15 Union Square, New York, N. Y., 
labor adviser 

Mr. Parke P. Deans, member of the Depart- 
ment of Workmen’s Compensation of the 
State of Virginia, Richmond, Va., Govern- 
ment adviser 

The Right Reverend Francis J. Haas, Dean, 
School of Social Science, Catholic Univer- 
sity, Washington, D. C., labor adviser 

Miss Kathryn Lewis, Executive Secretary to 
the President, United Mine Workers of 
America, Washington, D. C., labor adviser 

Mr. Otto T. Mallery, President, Tod Com- 
pany, 1427 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., employer adviser 

Miss Beatrice McConnell, Director, Indus- 
trial Division, Children’s Bureau, United 
States Department of Labor, Washington, 
D. C., Government adviser 

Miss Mary V. Robinson, Industrial Econo- 
mist, Women’s Bureau, United States De- 
partment of Labor, Washington, D. C., 
Government adviser 
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Miss Rose Schneiderman, National President 
of Women’s Trade Union League, 80 Cen- 
ter, New York, N. Y., labor adviser 

Mr. Llewellyn E. Thompson, Jr., Foreign 
Service officer, Department of State, Gov- 
ernment adviser and secretary of the dele- 
gation 
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Mr. Ralph Watson, Vice President, United 
States Steel Corporation, New York, N. Y., 
employer adviser 

Miss Mary Nelson Winslow, United States 
Representative on the Inter-American 
Commission of Women, Washington, D. C., 
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Compiled by the Treaty Division 


RESTRICTION OF WAR 


Convention for the Amelioration of the Con- 
dition of the Wounded and the Sick of 
Armies in the Field (Treaty Series No. 
847) 


There is printed below the text of a note 
dated November 10, 1939, to the Swiss Minis- 
ter in Washington, sent in acknowledgment of 
the Minister’s note dated October 18, 1939, 
concerning the Convention for the Ameliora- 
tion of the Condition of the Wounded and the 
Sick of Armies in the Field, signed at Geneva 
on July 27, 1929, the text of which is printed 
on page 474 of the Bulletin for November 4, 
1939 (Vol. I, No. 19): 


“Sir: 

“As an act of courtesy due from a signatory 
government to the depositary government, I 
have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 
note of October 18, 1939 in which, by direction 
of your Government and in accordance with 
Article 37 of the Convention for the Ameliora- 
tion of the Condition of the Wounded and 
Sick in Armies in the Field, concluded at 
Geneva on July 27, 1929, you advise that the 
Government of the Slovak Republic has no- 
tified the Swiss Federal Council, through the 
intermediary of the Legation of Switzerland 
at Berlin, of its adherence to the said Conven- 
tion. 


“T deem it proper to remark, however, that 
the Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica does not recognize Slovakia as an inde- 
pendent sovereign state. 

“Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my 
highest consideration. 


For the Secretary of State: 
R. Watton Moore” 


Convention Relating to the Treatment of 
Prisoners of War (Treaty Series No. 846) 


There is printed below the text of a note 
dated November 10, 1939, to the Swiss Minister 
in Washington sent in acknowledgment of the 
Minister’s note of October 18, 1939, concerning 
the Convention Relating to the Treatment of 
Prisoners of War, signed at Geneva on July 
27, 1929, the text of which is printed on page 
474 of the Bulletin for November 4, 1939 (Vol. 
I, No. 19): 


“SIR: 

“As an act of courtesy due from a signatory 
government to the depositary government, I 
have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 
note of October 18, 1939 in which, by direction 
of your Government and in accordance with 
Article 95 of the Convention Relative to the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War, concluded at 
Geneva, July 27, 1929, you advise that the Gov- 
ernment of the Slovak Republic has notified 
the Swiss Federal Council, through the Lega- 
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tion of Switzerland at Berlin, of its adherence 
to the said Convention. 

“T deem it proper to remark, however, that 
the Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica does not recognize Slovakia as an inde- 
pendent sovereign state. 

“Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

For the Secretary of State: 
R. Watton Moorg” 


COMMERCE 


Declaration on the Juridical Personality of 
Foreign Companies 


Dominican Republic 

The Director General of the Pan American 
Union informed the Secretary of State by a 
letter dated November 10, 1939, that the Dec- 
laration on the Juridical Personality of For- 
eign Companies, which was opened for signa- 
ture by the American republics on June 25, 
1936, was signed on behalf of the Dominican 
Republic on November 7, 1939. 

A declaration was made by the Minister of 
the Dominican Republic when signing the Dec- 
laration, which reads in translation as follows: 


™ “Companies established under the laws of 
one of the Contracting States with place of 
business in the territory thereof, not having 
any company establishment, branch or repre- 
sentation in another of the Contracting States, 
may, nevertheless, perform in the territory of 
the said States juridical acts which are not 
contrary to their laws and may appear in court 
as plaintiffs or defendants, subject to the laws 
of the country”. 


The Declaration has been signed by Chile 
(with a statement formulating the principle of 
the Declaration), Dominican Republic (with a 
declaration), Ecuador, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Peru, Venezuela, and the United States of 
America (with two understandings). 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 
Trade Agreement With Venezuela 


An announcement to the press regarding the 
proclamation by the President of the trade 
agreement with Venezuela appears in this Bul- 
letin under the heading “Commercial Policy.” 


LABOR 


Conventions of the International Labor 
Conference 


With a circular letter dated September 21, 
1989, the Secretary General of the League of 
Nations transmitted to the Secretary of State 
certified copies of the draft conventions and 
recommendations adopted by the International 
Labor Conference at its twenty-fifth session 
(Geneva, June 8-28, 1939). 

The 4 draft conventions and 10 recommenda- 
tions are listed as follows: 


Recommendation (No. 57) Concerning Voca- 
tional Training 

Draft Convention (No. 64) Concerning the 
Regulation of Written Contracts of Employ- 
ment of Indigenous Workers 

Recommendation (No. 58) Concerning the 
Maximum Length of Written Contracts of 
Employment of Indigenous Workers 

Draft Convention (No. 65) Concerning Penal 
Sanctions for Breaches of Contracts of Em- 
ployment by Indigenous Workers 

Recommendation (No. 59) Concerning Labour 
Inspectorates for Indigenous Workers 

Recommendation (No. 60) Concerning Appren- 
ticeship 

Draft Convention (No. 66) Concerning the Re- 
cruitment, Placing and Conditions of Labour 
of Migrants for Employment 

Recommendation (No. 61) Concerning the Re- 
cruitment, Placing and Conditions of Labour 
of Migrants for Employment 

Recommendation (No. 62) Concerning Cooper- 
ation Between States Relating to the Recruit- 
ment, Placing and Conditions of Labour of 
Migrants for Employment 

Draft Convention (No. 67 
Regulation of Hours of 
riods in Road Transport 
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Recommendation (No. 63) Concerning Indi- 
vidual Control Books in Road Transport 

Recommendation (No, 64) Concerning the Reg- 
ulation of Night Work in Road Transport 

Recommendation (No. 65) Concerning the 
Methods of Regulating Hours of Work in 
Road Transport 

Recommendation (No. 66) nee Rest 
Periods of Professional Drivers of Private 
Vehicles. 


NAVIGATION 


International Convention for the Unifica- 
tion of Certain Rules Relating to Bills of 
Lading for the Carriage of Goods by Sea 
(Treaty Series No. 931) 


Germany 

By a note dated October 27, 1939, the Belgian 
Ambassador at Washington informed the Sec- 
retary of State that the instruments of ratifica- 
tion by Germany of the Convention for the 
Unification of Certain Rules Relating to Bills 
of Lading for the Carriage of Goods by Sea 
and the Protocol of Signature, both signed at 
Brussels on August 25, 1924, were deposited 
with the Belgian Government on July 1, 1939. 
In accordance with the provisions of article 14 
of the convention it will become effective for 
Germany on January 1, 1940. 

The American Embassy at Brussels reported 
by a despatch dated October 19, 1939, that an 
announcement appeared in the Moniteur Belge 
(No. 289-290), of October 16-17, 1939, stating 
that the instruments of ratification by Germany 
of the above-mentioned convention and proto- 
col of signature were deposited on July 1, 1939, 
and not on July 5, 1939, as was reported in the 
Moniteur Belge (No. 239) of August 27, 1939. 
This information appeared on page 450 of the 
Bulletin for October 28, 1939 (Vol. I, No. 18), 
and note should be taken of the correct date of 
the deposit as now furnished by the Belgian 
Government. 


575 
POSTAL 


Parcel-Post Service From the United States 
to Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Danzig 


There is printed below the order suspending 
parcel-post service from the United States to 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Danzig as pub- 
lished in the Postal Bulletin of November 3, 
1939: 


“Owing to disruption of transportation facil- 
ities, the parcel-post service to Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, and Danzig, cannot be con- 
ducted as provided by the agreements for par- 
cel-post service with those countries. The par- 
cel-post service from the United States to said 
countries is, therefore, suspended immediately 
and until further notice. 

“Until otherwise instructed postmasters will 
refuse to accept parcel-post packages for mail- 
ing to Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Danzig. 
Such parcel-post packages for said countries as 
have been mailed or which may be mailed inad- 
vertently hereafter will be returned to the send- 
ers and the postage prepaid on said parcels re- 
funded to the senders (except in the case of 
such of the parcels as had been dispatched 
abroad and returned) if application is made in 
accordance with section 2211 Postal Laws and 
Regulations.” 


PUBLICATIONS 


Convention on Interchange of Publications 
(Treaty Series No. 954) 


United States 

On November 15, 1939, the President pro- 
claimed the Convention on Interchange of Pub- 
lications, signed at the Inter-American Con- 
ference for the Maintenance of Peace, Buenos 
Aires, December 23, 1936. The convention will 
be published as Treaty Series No. 954. 





Publications 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United 
States, 1924 (in two volumes). Volume I. Publication 
1366, exiv, 780 pp. $1.50 (cloth). 


Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United 
States, 1924 (in two volumes). Volume II. Publication 
1374. xciv, 764 pp. $1.50 (cloth). 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 


Air Transport Services: Agreement between the United 
States of America and France.—Effected by exchange 
of notes signed July 15, 1939; effective August 15, 1989, 
Executive Agreement Series No. 153. Publication 1388 
7 pp. 5¢. 

Visits in Uniform by Members of Defense Forces: Ar. 
rangement between the United States of America and 
Canada.—Effected by exchange of notes dated March 7, 
April 5, and June 22, 1939; effective July 1, 1989. Exee. 
utive Agreement Series No. 157. Publication 1393, 
4 pp. 5¢. 

Diplomatic List, November 1939. Publication 1398, 
ii, 88 pp. Subscription, $1 a year; single copy, 10¢. 


G. 3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1939 





For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C.—Price 10 cents - - - - - Subscription price, $2.75 a year 
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